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Support: The Philippines! armed forces before UN peacekeeping missions in Haiti and Liberia in 2007
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hen the TN was set up
in 1945, its founders
hoped it would prevent
the horrors of war
from recurring. Now
it 15 mmost commonly
associated with Security Council
resolutions, Middle East diplomacy and
peacekeepers wearing blue berets. But
Natalic Samarasinghe, from the United
Mations Association of the TR (UNA-
LK), thinks we should be aware that the
organisation does much mere.

“The IIN tackles problems such as
climate change, HIV/Aids and terrorism.,’
she says. ‘Tt has helped broker moge than
170 peace settlements and y
mm 63 peacekesping missions,
including in Cyprus, Liberia

A1 present, more than -
100,000 TN peacekeepers
are deploved around the
world, in places such as the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo— home to the largest )
UN peacekeeping force — and Diarfur,
Sudan, which recorded its bloodiest
mionth in twio years this May,
Samarasinghe (zbove} is concerned that
the UN's ability to-respond to conflicts
is serioushy stretched due to the global
finzncial crisis.

‘It does not kave a standing army of its
own and relies on its member states

contribate troops, equipment and finance,

United Nations: In the wake
of a UK forum on the role of
the UN, the guestion is can
the organisation achieve its
aims in these difficult times?
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she says. “These contributions are now
threaténed by the economic downium.’

Britein plays 2 key role at the UN Itis
one of the 15-strong Security Council’s
five permanent Members. The Security
Coungil is the most powerful ergan of the
UM, It establishes peacekeeping
missions and ean place sanctions
on countries. Its decisions are

binding on all its member states.
d  Whereas decisions made by
the General Assembly are not
hinding,” says Samarasinghe,
“It is an international forum that
enables the 102 countries that
make up the UN 1o cooperate and
vode on the most pressing issues facing
the werld. It's the closest thing we huve
to 2 world parlidment.

The UN also has agencies working on
the ground in nearly every country. The
UN Wardd Foed Programme, for instance,
feeds ahout 9million people each year
and its Refugee Agency has helped miore
than S0million people rebuild their
lives. Meanwhile, the World Health







