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“ This Handbook is extraordinarily ambitious and very
timely, providing the most comprehensive assessment
available anywhere of the UN's performance in an
increasingly challenging global environment, and
featuring an outstanding cast of authors. It will be an
indispensable reference guide for scholars and
practitioners alike.”

Professor John G. Ruggie, Harvard University, 
Former UN Assistant Secretary-General.

“ The Oxford Handbook on the United Nations provides
the essential overview of the UN under its Secretary-
General, Ban Ki-moon. Timely and authoritative, the
book provides a well-judged balance of analysis, critique,
and prescription at a crucial time for the world
organization.”

Mary Robinson, Former President of Ireland 
and UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. 

“ Given the constant pressure of events within the
United Nations, and rapid developments in all the fields
that it touches, it is very useful to have a study that
stands back and reflects on the challenges for the UN as
the new Secretary-General takes office. The Oxford
Handbook on the United Nations is clearly a scholarly
and important work. The editors of this volume have
sought contributors of the highest quality to comment
on the track record of the Organization and to make
recommendations for the future. The Handbook will
surely be of interest to all those who know—or think
that they know—the United Nations.”

Judge Rosalyn Higgins, 
President of the International Court of Justice.

An authoritative, one-volume, and independent
treatment of sixty years of history of the United
Nations written by distinguished scholars, analysts,
and practitioners. Citations and suggested readings
contain a wealth of primary and secondary
references to the history, politics, and law of the world
organisation. This Handbook provides a clear and
penetrating examination of the UN’s development
since 1945 and the challenges that it faces in the
twenty-first century. This key reference work also
contains appendices of the Charter of the United
Nations, Statute of the International Court of Justice,
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

This volume is intended to shape the discipline of
UN studies, and to establish itself as the essential
point of reference for all those working on, in, or
around the world organisation. It is substantial in
scope, containing contributions from over 40
leading scholars and practitioners—writing
sometimes controversially, but always
authoritatively—on the key topics and debates that
define the institution.

Thomas G. Weiss is Presidential Professor of Political Science at The
CUNY Graduate Center and Director of the Ralph Bunche Institute for
International Studies, where he is co-director of the United Nations
Intellectual History Project. He is the chair of the Academic Council on
the UN System and the former editor of its journal, Global
Governance. He has written or edited some 35 books and numerous
articles about multilateral approaches to international peace and
security, humanitarian action, and sustainable development. 

Sam Daws is Executive Director of the United Nations Association
of the UK. He has served as a senior policy adviser on UN issues for
17 years, including three years as First Officer in the Executive Office
of Secretary-General Kofi Annan. He previously directed a Geneva-
based international consultancy. He undertook doctoral studies on
UN reform at New College, Oxford, and has been a visiting fellow
at Cambridge and Yale Universities. He has written or edited six
books on the UN.
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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

SIR MARK MALLOCH BROWN was appointed Minister of State at the FCO for the UN and Africa in June 2007. Prior to this,
he served as Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations, and Chef de Cabinet.  Sir Mark previously served in several organs
of the UN, including as Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), in the Office of the High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and as Chair of the United Nations Development Group.  In between UN appointments,
he was Vice-President for External Affairs and Vice-President for UN Affairs at the World Bank.  He also worked as the lead
international partner at the Sawyer-Miller Group, and recently served as Vice-Chairman of Soros Fund Management and of the
Open Society.  Sir Mark founded The Economist Development Report.  He was named by Time Magazine as one of the world's 100
most influential people in 2005.

SAM DAWS is co-editor of The Oxford Handbook on the United Nations.  He is Executive Director of the United Nations
Association of the UK.  He served as a senior policy adviser on UN issues for seventeen years, including three years as First Officer
in the Executive Office of Secretary-General Kofi Annan.  He previously directed a Geneva-based international consultancy, and
worked briefly in FCO research analysts (global issues), and in the House of Commons.  He undertook doctoral studies on UN
reform at New College, Oxford, and has been a visiting fellow at Cambridge and Yale Universities.  He has written or edited six
books on the United Nations. 

LORD HANNAY OF CHISWICK entered the Foreign & Commonwealth Office in 1959, and was initially posted to Tehran and
Kabul. He was involved in the negotiations that led to the UK 's entry into the European Communities.  During the 1970s he did
a four-year spell in the European Commission in Brussels; and then served as Under-Secretary (European Communities) at the
FCO, Minister at the British Embassy in Washington DC, and Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the European
Communities. From 1990 to 1995, he was Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the UN in New York.  Following his
retirement from the diplomatic service, he was the British Special Representative for Cyprus, and a member of the UN Secretary-
General's High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.  In 2001 he was created a life peer, and in 2003 he was made a
Companion of Honour. He has been Chair of the United Nations Association of the UK since January 2006.

SIR ADAM ROBERTS has been the Montague Burton Professor of International Relations at Oxford University, and Fellow of
Balliol College, since 1986. His main teaching and research interests are in the fields of international security, international
organisations, and international law (including the laws of war). He has also worked extensively on the role of civil resistance
against dictatorial regimes and foreign rule, and on the history of thought about international relations.  He is a member of the
Council of the International Institute for Strategic Studies, London and of the UK Defence Academy Advisory Board. He is an
Honorary Fellow of the London School of Economics & Political Science, and of St Antony's College, Oxford.

AMBASSADOR NICK THORNE has served as the Permanent Representative of the UK Mission to the UN and other
International Organisations in Geneva since 2003. Prior to that he served in the UK Mission to the UN in New York from 1995;
first as Counsellor Finance and then, from 1998, as an elected member of the UN advisory committee dealing with management
and reform issues (ACABQ). Nick Thorne joined the Foreign & Commonwealth Office in 1965 and served in Yaounde, Brussels,
New York and Manila, before returning to the FCO in London in 1987 as Deputy Head of the United Nations Department and
Head of Human Rights. After an attachment to industry (Thorn/EMI) in 1989, Nick served as Deputy Head of Mission in
Helsinki from 1991 to 1995. 

PROFESSOR THOMAS G. WEISS is co-editor of The Oxford Handbook on the United Nations.  He is Presidential Professor of
Political Science at The CUNY Graduate Center and Director of the Ralph Bunche Institute for International Studies, where he is
co-director of the United Nations Intellectual History Project. He is Chair of the Academic Council on the UN System (ACUNS)
and former editor of Global Governance. He has written or edited some 35 books and numerous scholarly articles about
multilateral approaches to international peace and security, humanitarian action, and sustainable development.

DR NGAIRE WOODS is Director of the Global Economic Governance Programme at University College, Oxford, where she is
also Dean of Graduates.  Her most recent book is The Globalisers: The IMF, the World Bank, and their Borrowers (2006).  She has
served as Adviser to UNDP's Human Development Report, and more recently as External Evaluator of the IMF's Independent
Evaluation Office.  She has published extensively on international institutions, globalisation, and governance.

UNA-UK is most grateful to the FCO for its sponsorship of this event.

Designed by John Schwartz, john@thefrontline.net
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